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MICROSOFT CORPORATION
** |IMPORTANT NOTICE **
Regarding the Availability of Proxy Material

You are receiving this communication because you hold shares in the
above company, and the material you should review before you cast your
vate is now available.

This communication presents onl-?- an overview of the more
complete proxy material that is available to you on the Internet.
We encourage you to access and review all of the important
information contained in the proxy material before voting.

Shareholder Meeting to be held on Nov 19, 2008

Proxy Material Available

1 Form 10-K
2 Motice & Proxy Statement

BROKER
LOGO
HERE
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EDGEWOO0D MY FITIT

PROXY MATERIAL - VIEW OR RECEIVE

You can choose to view the material online or receive a
paper or e-mail copy. There is NO charge for requesting
a copy. Requests, instructions and other inquiries will
NOT be forwarded to your investment advisor.

To facilitate timely delivery please make the request
as instructed below on or before Movember 06, 2008

MO0 A>®

Investor Address Line 1 - i
Investor Address Line 2 Ll
Investor Address Line 3 =
Investor Address Line &

Investor Address Line 5 e

Johm Sample
1234 ANYWHERE STREET
ANY CITY, ON Ala 1A1

(bt ot b e ool

HOW TO VIEW MATERIAL VIA THE INTERNET

Have the 12 Digit Contral Number(s) available and visit:
WAWW. PTOXYVOLE. COm

HOW TO REQUEST A COPY OF MATERIAL

13 BY INTERMET - www. proxyvote.com
2) BY TELEPHOME - 1-800-579-1639
3) BY E-MaAIL* - sendmaterial@proxyvote.com

*If requesting material by e-mail, please send a blank e-mail
with the 12 Digit Control Mumber (located on the following
page) in the subject line.

J

See the Reverse Side for Meeting Information and Instructions on How to Vote
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Meeting Information

Meeting Type:  Annual Meeting
Meeting Date:  Movemnber 19, 2008
Meeting Time:  8:00 AM PST

For holders as of: September 05, 2008

Meeting Location:

Meydenbauer Center
11100 NE 6th Street
Bellevue, WA 98004

How To Vote
ﬁﬁ' Vote In Person

Should you choose to vote these shares in person at the
meeting you must request a “legal proxy”™. To request a
legal proxy please follow the instructions at
WK, PrONyvote, com oF request a paper copy of the material,
Many shareholder meetings have attendance requirements
including, but not limited to, the possession of an
attendance ticket issued by the entity holding the meeting.
Please check the meeting material for any special
requirements for meeting attendance.

@ Vote By Internet

To vote now by Internet, go 10

WWW.PROKYVOTE.COM,
Please refer to the proposals and follow the instructions.,

Broadridge Internal LUse Only
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Voting items |

The Board of Directors recommends you
vote FOR the following proposal(s).

1.
1

Election of Directors
ineas
Steven A. Ballmer

James 1 Cash, Jr.

Dina Dublan

Willian H. Gates III

Raymond V. Gilmartin

Reed Hastings

David F. Marquardt

Charles H. Noski

Hirlmut Panke

The Board of Directors recommends you
vote FOR the following proposal(s).

10 Approval of material terss of

performance criteria under the Executive
Officer Incentive Plan

Approval of amendments to the 1999 Stock
Option Flan for Mon-Employes Directors

12 Ratification of the Selection of
Deloitte & Touche LLP as the Company's
Independint

The Board of Directers recommends you
wote AGAINST the following proposal (s).

13 Shareholder Propesal - Adoption of
Policies on Internet
CensorshipRatification

14 Shareholder Propesal - Establishment of
Board Comwittes on Human Rights

15 Shareholder Proposal - Disclosure of
Charitable Contributions

CONTROL# =3 | 0000 0000 0000
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Reserved for Broadridge Internal Control Information

Voting Instructions |

THIS SPACE RESERVED FOR LANGUAGE PERTAINING TO
BANKS AND BROKERS
AS REQUIRED BY THE NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE

THIS SPACE RESERVED FOR SIGNATURES IF APPLICABLE

Broadridge Internal Use Only

lob &

Envelope #
Seguence #

# of # Sequence #




T AL ARG DI TACH =R
| ‘:imm HOTICE REGARDING THE AVAILABILITY OF PROXY MATERIALS FOR THE SHAREHOLDER
| MEETING TO BE HELD ON 11/19/08 FOR MICROSOFT CORPORATION

| | | | | ‘ | BATERIAL IS AVAILABLE AT WWW PRONYVOTE COM
MICROSOFT CORPORATION ANNUAL MEETING TO BE HELD DN 117908 AT 0200 AM.PST RN Ao
FOR HOLDERS AS OF MOS0 * ISSUER CONFIRMATICN COPY - INFO CHLY *
5 10001 THIS. FORM 15 FROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL
PURPOSES OHLY. PLEASE DO HOT USE IT FOR
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PLEASE INDICATE YOUR VOTING

INSTRUCTIONS FOR EACH FROPOSAL
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FOM BOEMET  ABETAN

PROPOSALIS|
1 * ELECTION OF DIRECTOR: WILLIAM H, GATES B oo

PLEASE INDICATE VOLF PRHOPDRAL SELECTION B
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MHUMBERED BO \WITH BLUE 0t BLAGH B X
2 = ELECTION OF DIRECTOR: STEVEN A BALLMER < 3 55 5
SEE WOTIHO INSTRIUCTION O O REVERSE

AT

£, RO, SN 594918104

3 % ELECTION OF IRECTOR: JAMES |, CASH JR, ———mrmrrmreeeee e

4~ ELECTION OF DIRECTOR: DINA DUBLON ——mmem s 353 E E
—
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Proxy Services

PO, Box 9138

Fammingdale NY 117359585
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VOTING INSTRUCTIONS

T OUR CLIENTS:

WE HAVE BEEN REGUESTED T FORWARD
TOYOU THE ENCLOSED PROXY MATERIAL
RELATIVE. TO SECURITIES HELD DY US [N YOUR
ACCOUNT EUT NOT REGISTERED IN YOUR MAME.
ONLY WE AS TIHE HOLDER OF RECORD CAN VOTE
FUCH SECURITIES. WE SHALL BE PLEASED TO
VOTE VYOUR SECURITIES. ¥ ACCORDANCE WITH
WOUR WEHES, IFYOU WILL EXECUTE THE FORM
AND RETURN IT TO US PROMPFTLY [N THE
ENCLOSED BUSINESS REFLY ENVELOFE IT 15
UNDERSTOOD THAT IF YOU SIGN WITHOUT OTH-
ERWISE MARKING THE FORM YR SECURITIES
WILL BE VOTED A% RECOMMENDHD BY THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 0N ALL MATTERS TO BE
CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING.

POR THIS MEETING, THE EXTENT OF OUR
AUTHORITY TOVOTE YOUR SECURTTIES BN THE
ABSENCE OF YOUR INSTRUCTIONS CAN BEE
DETERMINGD BY REFERRENG TO THE APFLICARLE
WVOTING INSTRUCTION NUSMRER INTHCATED O8N
THE PACE OF YOUR FORM.

FOR MARGIN ACCOUNTS, IN THE EVENT YOUR
SECURITIES FAVE FEEN LOANED OVER RECORD
DATE. THE NUMEER OF SHARES WE VOTE ON
WOUR BEHALF HAS BEEN OR CAN BE AINUSTED
DOWRWARD.

INSTRUCTION 1

IF YR SECURIMIES ARE HELD BY A BROKER
WHO IS A MEMBER OF THE NEW YORE STOCK
EXCHANGOE (NYSE), THE RULES OF THE NYSE
WILL GUIDE THE VOTING PROCEDURES, THESH
EULES FROWEDE THAT IF INSTRUCTIONS ARE NOT
EECEIVED FROM YOU PRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE OF
THE FIRET YOTH, THE FROXY MAY BE OIVEN AT
MECRETION OF YOUR EROKER (0N THE TENTH
IAY, IFMWWBHMHLM
15 BAYS PRIGE TO THE MEETING DATE: 0N
FIFTEENTH DAY TF THE PROXY mm.u,w.\s
MAILED 25 DAYS OR MORE PRICR TO THE

MAILED AT LEAST 13 DAYS PRIOR TO THE
MEETING DATE, AND THE MATTER{S) BEFORE
THE MEETING MUST BE DEEMED “ROUTINE"

TN NATURE ACCORDIMNG TO NYVSE GUITHILINES
IF THESE TWO REQUTREMENTS ARE MET, ANI
YOU HAVE NOT COMMUNICATED TO US FRIOR
TO THE FIRST VOTE BEEEND ISSUED, WE MAY
VOTE VOUR SECURITIES AT OUR DISCRETION
O THESE MATTERISh WE WILL NIEVERTHELESS

GIVER, FROVIDED YOUR PNSTRUCTIONS ARE
EECEIVED PRIOR TO THE MEETING DATE

IF VIR SECURITIES ARE HELD BY A BANK, YOUR
SHARES CANNOT EE VOTED WITHOUT YOUR
SFRCIFIC INSTRUCTIONS,

INSTRUCTION X

IF YOUR SECURITIES ARE HELD BY A BROKER
WHO IS A MEMRER OF THE KEW YORK STOCK
EXCHANGE (NYSE, THE RULES OF THE NYSE
WILL GUIDE THE VOTING PROCEDURES. WE WISH
T CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT
FOR THIS MEETING UNDER THE RULES OF THE
NYSE WH CANNOT VOTE YOUR SECLURTTIES 0N
ONE OR MORE OF THE MATTERS TO PE ACTED
URON AT THE MEETING WTTHOUT YOUR SFECTFIC
INSTRUCTIONS, THESE RULES PROVIDE THAT IF
IHSTRUCTIONS ARE MOT RECEIYED FROM YOU
FRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE OF THE AIRST VOTE, THE
PROXY FOR ONEOR MORE OF THE MATTERS MAY
BE GIVEN AT THE DISCRETHON OF YOUR BROKER
0N THE TENTH DAY, IF THE MATERLAL WAt
BMAILFD AT LEAST 15 DAYS FRIOR TO THE
MEETING, ON THE FIFTEENTH DAY [F THE PROXY
MATERIAL WAS MAILED 25 DAYS OR MORE PRIOR
TO THE MEETENG DATE:, IN ORDER FOR YOUR
BROKER TO EXERCISE THIS HSCRETIONARY
AUTHORITY FOR ONE OR MORE OF THE MATTERS,
FROXY MATERIAL WOULD NEED TO HAVE BEEN
BMAILED AT LEAST 15 DAYS FRIOR TO THE

THESE TWO RECHUTREMENTS ARE MET, AND W01
HAYE ROT COMMUNICATED TO US FRIOR TO
THE FIRST VOTE BEING ISSUED, WEMAY VOTE
TOUR SECURITIES AT OUR IMSCRETION ON ONE
OR MORE OF THE MATTERS TO BEE ACTED UPON
AT TR MEFTING. WE WILL NEVIRTHELES
FOLLOW YOUR BESTRUCTIONS, EVEN IF OUR
DISCRETION ARY VOTE HAS ALREADY BEEN
GIVEN 0N THOSE MATTERS, PROVIDED YOLURE
INSTRUCTIONS ARE RECEIVED FRICR TO THE

SECURITIES ARE HELD IN THE NAME OF
AEM“BW'{W INSTRUCTIONS ON
ALL MATTERS TO BE WOTED ON AT THE MEETING.

INSTRUCTION 3

N ORDER FOR YOUR SECURITIES TO BE REFRE-
SENTHD AT THE MEETING, IT WILL EE NECESSARY
FOR US TO HAYE YOUR SPECTRIC VOTING
IHSTRUCTIONS, FLEASE DATL SIGN AND RETURN
VOUR VOTING INSTRUCTIONS TO TS PROMPTLY
N THE RETURN ENVELOFE PROYIDED.

INETRUCTION 4

WE HAYE FREVICUFELY SENT YOU PROXY SCHLUICIT-
NG MATERIAL PERTAINING TO THE MEETING OF
SHARTHOLDERS OF THE COMPANY INTMCATED.

ACCORD[NG TO OUR LATEST RECORDE, WE
HAYE MOT AS OF YET RECEIVED YOUR VOTDNGO
INSTRUCTION ON TIED MATTERS: TO DE
CONSIDERED AT THIS MEETING AND THE
COMPANY HAS REQUESTED US TD COMMUNICATE
WITH YOU IN AN EXDEAVOR TO HAVE YOUR
SECURTTEES VOTED.



Important Notice of Availability of Proxy Materials for Annual Meeting of Shareholders of

-
Micresoft
To be held on:
Movember 19, 2008, at 8:00 a.m.

Meydenbauer Center, 11100 NE 6th Street, Bellevue, WA, 38004

COMPANY NUMBER

ACCOUNT NUMEER

CONTROL NUMBER

This mication p

only an overview of the more complete proxy rials that are available to you on the Internet. We

encourage you to access and review all of the important information contained in the proxy materials before voting,
If you want to receive a paper or e-mail copy of the proxy materials you must request one. There is no charge to you for requesting a
copy. To facilitate timely delivery please make the request as instructed below before 11/05/08.

TO VIEW PROXY
MATERIALS OMLINE:

TO REQUEST PAPER OR
ELECTRONIC PROXY MATERLALS:

Please visit http:feww amstock com/ProxyServicesimicrosoft!, where the following materials
are available for view:

= Motice of Annual Meeting of Shareholders

* Proxy Statement

* Form of Electronic Proxy Card

» Annual Report

TELEPHOME: 1-866-668-6562
E-MAIL: info@amstock.com
WEBSITE: httpziwww.amstock.com/ProxyServices/microsoft!

ONLINE: To access your online proxy card, please visil www.voleproxy.com and follow the on-screen
instructions. “ou may enter your voling instructions at www.voteproxy.com up until 11:58 PM Eastern Time
the day before the cut-off or meeting dals

IN PERSON: You may vole your shsllures in person by attending the Annual Meating.

TELEPHONE: To vabe by telephone, please visit httpadiwww.amstock.com/ProxyServices/microsoft! 1o
view the materials and to obtain the HI free number to call.

MAIL: You may request a card by following the instructions above,

Election of directors (The Board recommends a vole FOR each of the | 10. To approve malerial terms of performance critesia under the Executive Officer

Tellowing norminesss): Incentive Plan (The Board recommands a vabe FOR this proposal)
11. To approve amendments 1o the 1999 Stock Option Plan for Non-Employes
MOMIMEES: 4 Wikam H. Gates Il Directors [The Board recommends a vate FOR this proposal)

2. Steven A Ballmer
3 James | Cash Jr,

4. Dina Dublon

12. Ratification of the salection of Dwloitte & Touche LLP as the Comgpany's
independent auditor (The Boeard recommends a vate FOR this proposal)

5. Raymond V. Gilmartn 13, Shareholder Proposal - Adoplion of Polickes on Intermet Censorship (The

6. Read Hastings

7. Dawvid F. Marguardt
8. Charles H. Moski

B, Helmut Parke

Please note that you cannot use this notice to vote

by mail.

Board recommends a vola AGAINST this proposal)

14, Shareholder Proposal - Establishment of Board Committes on Human Rights
{The Board recommends a vote AGAINST this proposal)

15, Shareholder Proposal - Disclosure of Charable Contributions (The Beard
recommands a vate AGAINST this proposal)




From: Chris Liddell
To: Microsoft Corp and Subsidiaries: All FTE
Subject: Proxy Voting by Microsoft Shareholders

Every year, shareholders are given the opportunity to participate directly in the governance of Microsoft through the proxy voting process.

If you own Microsoft shares, I encourage you to vote your proxy and take an active role in the overall governance of our company.

This year, shareholders are asked to consider and vote on the following matters:

1.

2
3.
4

Election of directors,
Two management proposals described in the Proxy Statement,
Ratification of the selection of Deloitte & Touche LLP as Microsoft’s independent auditor, and

Three shareholder proposals described in the Proxy Statement

Over the next few days, you will receive your notice of proxy materials and proxy voting instructions either through an electronic link directly from our
transfer agent, American Stock Transfer (AST) MSFTProxyEnotice@amstock.com, or in the postal mail, depending on where your shares are held. In either
case, you may vote electronically by following the instructions in the materials you receive.

If you do not receive proxy materials and believe that you should have, or if you have questions regarding Microsoft’s proxy voting, please email Microsoft
Investor Relations at denniem@microsoft.com.

Thank you,

Chris



